
 
 
 

 

Policy Roundtable  

Competition issues in Public Procurement 

Friday, December 5, 2014  4 PM – 6 PM   Palais des Nations, Room XXII 

This Year’s Theme 

Efficient procurement means to procure best possible goods and services at the lowest prices. Thus, vigorous 

competition amongst suppliers helps this objective. Conversely, when competition is curtailed, more than fair 

price is paid for lower quality and Government money is wasted.  

 

It is, therefore, important that the procurement process is not distorted by practices such as collusion, bid rigging, 

lack of competitive neutrality, abuse of dominance, etc. Such anti-competitive activities cause adverse economic 

implications such as loss of efficiency and diversion of money away from development programmes. Lack of 

transparency, discrimination in tenders and lack of effective monitoring mechanism make it difficult to implement 

procurement policies. It is important for the agencies to create awareness through education and outreach 

programs among the public, government, etc. about such anti-competitive activities. Informing stakeholders on 

the risks of bid rigging in procurement tenders, as well as about the methods such as dawn raids and leniency 

programs that can be used as effective tool to counter such anti-competitive practices will lead to the 

strengthening of pro-competition constituencies.  

 

CUTS believes that an agenda for proper functioning of public procurement would enhance the economy of the 

country by generating demand and consumption. Against this backdrop, the theme “Competition issues in Public 

Procurement” has therefore been chosen for this year’s World Competition Day.  

 

This roundtable will aim to explore how integrating principles of fair competition in public procurement could help 

in more efficient utilisation of government revenues. The dire need to support the Competition Authorities to meet 

the objective of public procurement and create awareness among relevant stakeholders regarding competition 

issues in procurement process will also be discussed. 
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About World Competition Day  

Although competition policy and law issues date back to the 1890s when Canada and the USA adopted 

competition laws, interest in and awareness of competition laws on an international level still remain far from 

satisfactory. Due to globalisation and international trade, competition policy and law issues should be given a 

global prominence, with an institution playing a central role in coordinating and generating awareness. 

 

It was during the year 2010 that CUTS introduced this concept and simultaneously launched a campaign 

advocating for the celebration of the 5th of December as the World Competition Day. The date itself was 

designated as such on the basis that it echoed the sound of a Competition culture which was in agreement with 

the commitment taken by the UN General Conference on Restrictive Business Practices on that same date. The 

commitment entailed the approval and adoption of a UN Set, termed as the Set of Multilaterally Agreed Equitable 

Principles and Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business Practices (UN Set).  

 

Further down the line, precisely the year 2012, UNCTAD fused its allegiance with CUTS in promotion of the 

World Competition Day which since then has swiftly gained colossal popularity amongst Competition Authorities 

worldwide.  Currently, 24 countries worldwide including the United Kingdom, Russia, Sweden, Austria, 

Afghanistan, Tanzania, Spain, Gambia, etc. have supported the call to have December 5 declared as World 

Competition Day by the UN General Assembly. They have written formally to United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) about the same. 

 

As fervently advocated by CUTS, UNCTAD and the rapidly increasing number of Competition Jurisdictions 

across the world, the establishment and commemoration of such a day on the national level will undoubtedly 

impact the world’s Competitive current in a positive way. The latter is anticipated to translate into the day 

becoming an internationally recognised day for Competition Advocacy. 

 

Assigning a World Competition Day would result in a milestone achievement in awareness generation on the 

need for competition reforms in markets – and garner stakeholder and public support for the same. It would 

provide a platform to allow meaningful and focused debate by stakeholders, including from those jurisdictions 

that still express reservations about the need for competition reforms. For competition authorities in developing 

countries, this would be an opportunity to learn from their more experienced counterparts from developed 

countries through technical assistance for evolution and implementation of competition legislation therein. 
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For more enquires regarding this event, please contact: 

 

CUTS INTERNATIONAL, GENEVA 
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